Acquisitions & Appraisal Section Steering Committee Meeting
11/10/2020 1pm EST
To join the meeting: https://princeton.zoom.us/j/3532508197?pwd=RU1NNFA2dWRHTzZxZWxkVkdEb3g4dz09 
Password:  222359

Present: Alexis, Sarah, Christian, Suzanne, Meaghan, Jamie, Aaron, Elizabeth, and special guest Rosemary

I. Welcome New Webmaster

Alexis welcomed new Webmaster Elizabeth Miller. Elizabeth is at Emory University working in Public Services in the Theology Library. She previously worked for Meaghan and is looking to get back into archival work full-time. We all introduced ourselves to Elizabeth and welcomed her to the group.

II. Approval of minutes

Suzie moved and Christian seconded. Approved unanimously. 

III. Discussion:  Adding Accessioning Formally to Section

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rosemary, who is Meaghan’s research partner, joined us to discuss formally adding Accessioning to this group. As SAA is currently examining the structure of committee groups, the recommendation was to find an existing group in which Accessioning could join. Meaghan detailed the needs of accessioning archivists and why having a space (whether in an existing group or otherwise) was important and necessary for professionals doing this work. Currently, many of the committees touch on various aspects that accessioning archivists encounter, so these archivists currently belong to many committees and have to utilize a piecemeal approach to finding the resources/discussions they need. Meaghan and Rosemary want to create a space for accessioning archivists who don’t currently have their own space, which is why Meaghan is advocating that “Accessioning” be in the formal name of this group for visibility. Aaron pointed out that this would also benefit lone arrangers and archivists working at smaller organizations. Suzie asked what formal steps are required for this process. After discussions regarding a name change and amended documentation, Alexis suggested a small group form to work through this process. That group will be Meaghan, Rosemary, Alexis, and Suzie. They will report back to this group. All of us support the inclusion of Accessioning within this group.

IV. Subcommittee reports and other projects 
D. Outreach subcommittee
1. Planning Doc
1. Assigning Value Blog submissions

Jaime and Aaron are planning Third Thursday Zoom calls quarterly and partnering with other committees or organizations for those calls. They are also still collecting submissions for the blog. So far, five blog submissions have been collected and they plan to have a new blog post by the end of November. Aaron emphasized the importance of partnering with other groups and Sarah commended the timeliness of the topics. The December Zoom call will focus on Accessioning and Meaghan will discuss the merger of Accessioning into this group as well as the Best Practices working group. There was discussion as to whether we would have to wait to start the formal process of adding Accessioning to this group for the Spring SAA elections. More clarification is needed as Christian pointed out the language implies we will have to wait but Meaghan believes we may not have to wait. Jamie will coordinate a call for the December Zoom meeting in early December.

D. Best practices subcommittee

Suzie said previous work in this subcommittee sought to solicit from the Listserv best practices being adopted by archivists during the COVID-19 pandemic with the goal of compiling those best practices into a resource page for the group. Suzie echoed Jamie and Aaron’s struggles with getting participation/input/feedback from group members. Suzie and Meaghan will connect to discuss goals for this subcommittee and possible avenues outside of utilizing the Listserv. There was discussion about looking at DEI audits or best practices around collecting, which is also the topic of Outreach’s March Zoom call, which could be used to help gather best practices for this work.

V. Other Updates
E. Best Practices for Accessioning Sponsorship
1. https://accessioning.warmsilence.org/saa_accessioning_section/ 

Meaghan shared that SAA approved her proposal to form a working group to develop best practices for Accessioning. The only concern was the timeline for doing so, which is directly connected to the timeline for an IMLS grant. Meaghan is hoping to hear soon regarding the grant and will wait to begin forming a working group until that time as she hopes to share information about the grant with those interested in the working group.

VI. Next Meeting

Alexis will send a doodle poll to the group to schedule a January meeting. A meeting will be scheduled for December if there ends up being a need.
